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actors in our history, Bolingbroke must be pronounced
to "be most of a charlatan; of all the writing in our
literature, his is the hollowest, the flashiest, the most
insincere.

Impeached in England he fled to France, entered the
service of the Pretender, and within a year, just as ho was
being attainted for high treason at Westminster, he was
at the same time impeached for treason by his new master
at St. Germains. After this unique experience he refreshed
himself by a draught of what he called consolatio philo*
sophica, and composed Reflections upon Exile, an edify-
ing collection of platitudes freely borrowed from Seneca.
His sense of the beauties of exile did not prevent him
from abject efforts to bring it to an end. No bankrupt
politician ever surpassed his dissimulation. Ho hastened
to pay court to Walpole's brother in Paris, entered
into correspondence with the English ministers to the
detriment of his old Jacobite friends, at tho same time
intrigued against the English ministers with tho French
Government, and finally, after finding out Oarfcorot's in-
trigues with the Tories, carriod their secrots over to the
Whigs. A much more effective stop was to bribe tho
Duchess of Kendal with a present of olovon thousand
pounds, as the price of his restoration, Walpolo was
given to understand that if he did not comply he
would be dismissed, and as a compromise ho passed a
bill for the restitution of the family estates,'but main-
taining the exclusion from Parliament, In his own day,
Walpole was always blamed by his friends for mistaken
lenity in consenting to Bolingbroko's return. According
to the temper of modern times, wo are more disposed to
think him weak for not making the amnesty complete,d sometimes in very of Oarfcerot, the novelist says that Bolingbroke waH tho only
